
5 Reasons You Must Hire a Family Law Attorney (And Not Do It Yourself) 

 

When you are facing a divorce, a custody dispute, or another deeply personal legal 
challenge, the temptation to "save money" by handling it yourself can be strong. The 
internet is full of DIY legal forms and "simple divorce" kits that promise a cheap and 
easy path. However, this is one of the most dangerous financial and emotional gambles 
you can take. The stakes in family law—your children, your financial future, and your 
home—are far too high for a DIY approach. When you search for a family law attorney 
near me, you are not just looking for a lawyer; you are looking for a professional to 
protect your future. A dedicated firm like JOS FAMILY LAW exists to ensure you are 
protected from costly, irreversible mistakes. 

The first and most critical area is child custody. A DIY parenting plan downloaded from 
the internet is often a recipe for disaster. These forms are generic and cannot anticipate 
the unique needs of your family. They often use vague, unenforceable language like 
"reasonable visitation." What happens when "reasonable" means something different to 
your ex? You will spend thousands of dollars and immense emotional energy going back 
to court to fix the vague agreement you paid 50 dollars for. An experienced attorney 
drafts a detailed, comprehensive parenting plan that covers specific schedules, 
holidays, vacations, decision-making for school and health, and how to resolve future 
disputes. This document is your shield against future conflict, and it is not something a 
template can provide. 

Second, the financial stakes are enormous. Dividing assets and debts is not as simple 
as splitting a bank account. Do you know how to properly value a pension or a 401(k)? 
Do you know what a QDRO (Qualified Domestic Relations Order) is and why you 
absolutely need one to get your share of a retirement account? A DIY agreement can 
result in you unknowingly forfeiting tens or even hundreds of thousands of dollars. An 
attorney understands the complex financial discovery process, knows how to identify 
hidden assets, and ensures all community property is valued correctly and divided 
fairly. 

Third, the calculation of support is a complex legal formula. Both child support and 
spousal support are not just "picked from a hat." They are based on specific, complex 
state guidelines that include income from all sources (including bonuses and side 
businesses), tax implications, and earning capacity. If you "agree" to a number without a 
proper legal calculation, you could be paying far too much for years or receiving far too 
little. These mistakes are incredibly difficult—and sometimes impossible—to modify 
later. An attorney ensures the calculations are correct from day one, protecting your 
financial stability. 
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Fourth, marital agreements like prenuptials and postnuptials are highly technical. A DIY 
prenup is almost guaranteed to be thrown out of court when you need it most. For these 
agreements to be valid, they must follow strict legal requirements for disclosure and 
execution, which almost always includes both parties having independent legal 
counsel. Trying to save money on a prenup lawyer is the surest way to render the 
document completely worthless. 

Finally, the law is local. The procedures and even the preferences of the judges at your 
local courthouse (like the Lamoreaux Justice Center in Orange County) are unique. An 
online form knows nothing about local court rules. Hiring an expert who practices in 
your community ensures you have a guide who knows the specific landscape. This is 
the true value of your search. 

When you are facing a life-altering legal issue, this is not the time to be "penny wise and 
pound foolish." The cost of a small mistake in a family law case is almost always greater 
than the cost of hiring a professional to prevent it. 

Do not gamble with your future. If you are ready to speak with a professional, contact 
the team at JOS Family Law for a consultation to understand your rights and options.  

 


